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Abstract
This paper examines the presence of  female scholars in digital spaces, with a focus on

their roles, contributions, and the challenges they face. Employing a qualitative method-
ology, the study utilises data collection techniques such as a literature review of  scholarly
articles and relevant online sources. The digital data examined in this research comprises
scholarly articles and pertinent online resources. The data analysis employs thematic anal-
ysis to identify patterns and key themes, providing a deeper understanding of  the phe-
QRPHQRQ�XQGHU�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ��7KH�ÀQGLQJV�UHYHDO�WKDW�IHPDOH�VFKRODUV��VXFK�DV�8VWDG]DK
+DOLPDK�$OD\GUXV��1LQJ�,PD]�)DWLPDWX]�=DKUD��DQG�8PL�/DLODWXO�5DKPD�$GL��SOD\�D�SLY-
otal role in shaping religious discourse in the digital realm. However, they face numerous
challenges, including online harassment and gender discrimination. The implications of
this study emphasise the necessity of  fostering inclusive digital environments that support
the full participation of  women on various online platforms. Additionally, the research ad-
vocates for continued investigation and dialogue to advance gender equality within Islamic
scholarship and to promote inclusive approaches to Islamic thought in the digital age.

Keywords: )HPDOH� ,VODPLF� VFKRODUV�� GLJLWDO� WHFKQRORJ\�� JHQGHU� LQFOXVLYLW\�� ,VODPLF
education, challenges in the digital era
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Introduction

In the ever-evolving landscape of  digital technology, the digital sphere has emerged as 
a transformative arena for discourse, learning, and engagement across multiple domains. 
Within the realm of  Islamic scholarship, the digital space offers both unprecedented op-
portunities and formidable challenges, particularly in relation to the participation of  fe-
male scholars (Raji, 2020). Over recent years, there has been a marked increase in the 
presence of  female scholars on online platforms, where they actively engage in discus-
sions, disseminate knowledge, and contribute to shaping contemporary Islamic discourse 
�/RFNKHHG���������7KLV�SDSHU�HPEDUNV�RQ�DQ�H[SORUDWLRQ�RI �WKHLU�UROHV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�GLJLWDO�
space, providing an analysis rooted in the principles of  Islamic law and the philosophy of  
Islamic education (Shen et al., 2022).

The integration of  digital technology into the fabric of  modern society has revolu-
tionised the way individuals access information, communicate ideas, and interact with one 
another (Mancuso et al., 2023). The digital space—encompassing websites, social media 
platforms, online forums, and digital publications—has become a dynamic arena where 
diverse voices converge to exchange perspectives and engage in intellectual discourse 
(Romero-Hall et al., 2018). In the context of  Islamic scholarship, this virtual agora pro-
vides an accessible and inclusive platform for scholars to engage with audiences from a 
ZLGH�UDQJH�RI �FXOWXUDO��VRFLDO��DQG�JHRJUDSKLF�EDFNJURXQGV��9RQ�*LOOHUQ�HW�DO����������)RU�
female scholars, these platforms offer visibility and opportunities to contribute to religious 
GLVFXVVLRQV��\HW�WKH\�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�SRVH�VLJQLÀFDQW�KXUGOHV�

Despite the increasing presence of  female scholars in the digital space, their participa-
tion is often fraught with obstacles (Maciej, 2024). Traditional gender norms and societal 
expectations intersect with religious interpretations, shaping perceptions of  women’s roles 
and authority within religious discourse. In particular, Islamic law, or Shariah, provides a 
framework within which these discussions unfold, governing various aspects of  personal, 
social, and communal life (Davis, 2019). Examining Islamic law in relation to the par-
ticipation of  female scholars in the digital realm offers critical insights into the religious 
OHJLWLPDF\�RI �WKHLU�HQJDJHPHQW��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�H[WHQW�WR�ZKLFK�JHQGHU�G\QDPLFV�LQÁXHQFH�
WKH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI �VDFUHG�WH[WV�DQG�WUDGLWLRQV��=KDQJ�HW�DO���������
(TXDOO\�VLJQLÀFDQW�LV�WKH�UROH�RI �WKH�SKLORVRSK\�RI �,VODPLF�HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�VKDSLQJ�WKH�

contributions of  female scholars to the digital space. At the heart of  Islamic education 
lies the concept of  seeking knowledge (‘ilm), a value considered fundamental to Islam-
ic thought. The digital space, with its vast repositories of  information and educational 
resources, presents unparalleled opportunities for learning, intellectual growth, and the 
dissemination of  knowledge. However, critical questions arise concerning equitable access 
to these resources, the quality of  knowledge shared, and the extent to which learning op-
SRUWXQLWLHV�DUH�GHPRFUDWLVHG��HVSHFLDOO\�IRU�ZRPHQ�LQ�PRUH�FRQVHUYDWLYH�VRFLHWLHV��)HPDOH�
scholars often navigate these complexities while striving to uphold the principles of  Islam-
ic education and ethics in a digital world.
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In this context, the term “digital space” refers to the multifaceted online environment 
in which various digital platforms and technologies facilitate discussion, information shar-
ing, and virtual interaction. This study seeks to explore the presence, contributions, and 
challenges of  female scholars within this digital space, particularly through the lenses of  
Islamic law and the philosophy of  Islamic education. It examines the religious legitimacy 
of  their participation and the socio-cultural factors that shape their engagement in online 
GLVFXVVLRQV�DQG�,VODPLF�NQRZOHGJH�SURGXFWLRQ��)XUWKHUPRUH��LW�VHHNV�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�KRZ�
WKHLU�HYROYLQJ�UROHV� LQ�WKH�GLJLWDO�DJH�LQÁXHQFH�,VODPLF�GLVFRXUVH��DGGUHVVLQJ�WKH�XQLTXH�
FKDOOHQJHV�DQG�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WKH\�HQFRXQWHU��8OWLPDWHO\��WKLV�UHVHDUFK�DLPV�WR�DGYDQFH�WKH�
discourse on gender equality and inclusivity in Islamic scholarship, fostering a more equi-
table and inclusive digital environment for future generations.

By contextualising the participation of  female scholars within the broader frameworks 
of  Islamic law, education, and digital transformation, this paper contributes to ongoing 
discussions about the intersection of  religion, gender, and technology. It underscores the 
need for further research and dialogue to support the full inclusion of  women in digital 
platforms, thereby enriching Islamic scholarship and ensuring its relevance in an increas-
ingly interconnected world.

The research methodology employed in this study involves a comprehensive review 
and analysis of  existing literature, including scholarly articles and online resources, on 
the presence and participation of  female scholars in the digital space, particularly within 
WKH�FRQWH[WV�RI �,VODPLF� ODZ�DQG�WKH�SKLORVRSK\�RI �,VODPLF�HGXFDWLRQ��$]LOD�*EHWWRU�HW�
al., 2024; Van Der Heijden, 2024). Although the research does not specify the names of  
accounts or websites examined, it centres on female scholars as the primary subjects of  
study, aiming to provide a deeper understanding of  their roles, contributions, and chal-
lenges within the digital sphere. A qualitative approach is adopted to synthesise insights 
from various perspectives, including Islamic law, feminist theory, digital humanities, and 
educational philosophy (Mandal & Thakur, 2024). By integrating these perspectives, the 
research seeks to present a nuanced understanding of  how female scholars shape religious 
discourse in the digital age, while simultaneously addressing the associated challenges and 
implications (Moniri-Morad et al., 2024). Consequently, the study has the potential to 
contribute to the development of  more effective strategies for promoting gender equality, 
inclusivity, and the advancement of  Islamic education in the digital era (Meng et al., 2024).
,W� LV�HVVHQWLDO� WR�HPSKDVLVH� WKDW� WKLV�VWXG\� LV�EDVHG�RQ�FDVH�VWXGLHV�RI � WKUHH�VSHFLÀF�

VSHDNHUV��'DNZDK�8VWDG]DK�+DOLPDK�$OD\GUXV��1LQJ� ,PD]�)DWLPDWX]�=DKUD�� DQG�8PL�
/DLODWXO�5DKPD�$GL��7KHVH�VSHDNHUV�ZHUH�VHOHFWHG�XVLQJ�VSHFLÀF�FULWHULD��DV�WKHLU�GDNZDK�
content is highly popular and widely recognised on social media platforms. The method-
RORJ\�LQFOXGHV�DQ�LQ�GHSWK�REVHUYDWLRQ�RI �WKHLU�VRFLDO�PHGLD�SURÀOHV�DQG�RWKHU�UHOHYDQW�
sources. By highlighting the rationale behind the selection of  these speakers and the em-
ployed methodology, this section aims to guide readers in understanding the scope, focus, 
and purpose of  the research.
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The Role and Contribution of  Female Scholars

7KH�UROH�DQG�FRQWULEXWLRQ�RI �IHPDOH�VFKRODUV�LQ�WKH�GLJLWDO�VSDFH�KDYH�VLJQLÀFDQWO\�LQ-
ÁXHQFHG�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI �UHOLJLRXV�GLVFRXUVH�DQG�WKH�EURDGHU�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI �,VODPLF�
WKRXJKW� �3DWLO�	� 6DUNDU�� ������� )HPDOH� VFKRODUV� XWLOLVH� GLJLWDO� SODWIRUPV� VXFK� DV� EORJV��
social media, and websites to disseminate their knowledge of  Islam, delivering fatwas, 
interpretations, and deep religious insights to the wider public. These efforts bridge gaps 
LQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DQG�HQKDQFH�FRPSUHKHQVLRQ�RI �,VODPLF�WHDFKLQJV��*XDLWD�)HUQiQGH]�HW�
al., 2024).

By engaging in online forums and discussion groups, female scholars participate in di-
alogues and debates on religious issues, offering unique perspectives and diverse thoughts 
that enrich religious discourse with varied viewpoints (Emerson, 2023). Additionally, digi-
tal platforms enable female scholars to provide religious educational materials in the form 
of  writings, videos, and online classes. These resources deepen religious understanding 
and facilitate learning for individuals who may lack access to formal educational institu-
WLRQV��5ROD�5XE]HQ�HW�DO���������

As spiritual leaders and religious thinkers, female scholars serve as role models within 
the Muslim community. Their presence in the digital space allows them to reach wider 
audiences, particularly younger generations who actively engage with digital technology 
�%R]]DQR�HW�DO����������0RUHRYHU��IHPDOH�VFKRODUV�XVH�VRFLDO�PHGLD�DQG�RWKHU�RQOLQH�SODW-
forms to advocate for social issues, human rights, and gender equality in Islam. They 
position themselves as voices for positive change in the Muslim community, promoting 
LQFOXVLYLW\�DQG�MXVWLFH�IRU�DOO�PHPEHUV�RI �VRFLHW\��)LQOD\�	�+RSNLQV��������
%\�OHYHUDJLQJ�WKH�GLJLWDO�VSDFH��IHPDOH�VFKRODUV�H[SDQG�WKHLU�UHDFK�DQG�LQÁXHQFH��SOD\LQJ�

a pivotal role in enriching religious discourse and advancing Islamic thought. Their diverse 
perspectives and profound understandings of  Islamic teachings contribute to shaping a 
more inclusive and progressive vision for Islam in the digital age.

The role and contribution of  female scholars in the digital space were further highlight-
HG�GXULQJ�WKH�6HFRQG�&RQJUHVV�RI �,QGRQHVLDQ�)HPDOH�8ODPD��.RQJUHV�8ODPD�3HUHPSXDQ�
,QGRQHVLD��.83,��5HOLJLRXV�&RQVXOWDWLRQ��KHOG�DW�33��+DV\LP�$V\·DUL�%DQJVUL�-HSDUD�RQ����
1RYHPEHU�������7KLV�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�SURGXFHG�ÀYH�VLJQLÀFDQW�RXWFRPHV��UHÁHFWLQJ�WKH�YLWDO�
role of  female scholars in addressing societal challenges and advocating for women’s safety 
�.RQJUHV�.83,�NHGXD��$XWKRU�SURYLGHG��������
2QH�NH\�RXWFRPH�DGGUHVVHG�WKH�PDUJLQDOLVDWLRQ�RI �ZRPHQ�LQ�VDIHJXDUGLQJ�WKH�8QLWDU\�

6WDWH�RI �WKH�5HSXEOLF�RI �,QGRQHVLD��1.5,��IURP�WKH�GDQJHUV�RI �YLROHQFH�FRPPLWWHG�LQ�
the name of  religion. This underscores the awareness of  female scholars regarding the 
importance of  women’s active roles in maintaining peace and social justice in Indonesia.
)HPDOH� VFKRODUV� DOVR� KLJKOLJKWHG� WKH� OLQN� EHWZHHQ� HQYLURQPHQWDO� VXVWDLQDELOLW\� DQG�

ZRPHQ·V�VDIHW\�E\�DGYRFDWLQJ�IRU�HIIHFWLYH�ZDVWH�PDQDJHPHQW��7KLV�UHÁHFWV�WKHLU�DZDUH-
ness of  the intersection between environmental health and women’s well-being. Another 
outcome emphasised the importance of  protecting women from the dangers of  forced 
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marriage, asserting women’s rights to freely choose their life partners without coercion.
The consultation also stressed the need to safeguard women’s lives from the risks of  

pregnancy resulting from rape, calling for adequate support and protection for victims 
RI �VH[XDO�YLROHQFH��)LQDOO\��IHPDOH�VFKRODUV�DGYRFDWHG�IRU�WKH�SURWHFWLRQ�RI �ZRPHQ�IURP�
KDUPIXO�IHPDOH�JHQLWDO�PXWLODWLRQ��)*0��SUDFWLFHV�FDUULHG�RXW�ZLWKRXW�YDOLG�PHGLFDO�UHD-
sons, highlighting their commitment to ensuring bodily integrity and safeguarding wom-
en’s health.
7KHVH�RXWFRPHV�UHDIÀUP�WKH�FRPPLWPHQW�RI �IHPDOH�VFKRODUV�WR�KXPDQLWDULDQ�LVVXHV�

and social justice, illustrating their role in advocating for women’s safety and well-being 
in various aspects of  life, including the digital space. By utilising online platforms, female 
scholars can further amplify their messages and mobilise support for meaningful societal 
change.

Ustazah Halimah Alaydrus: A Female Preacher Who Went Viral 
on TikTok 

Innovative Da’wah Strategy

8VWD]DK�+DOLPDK�$OD\GUXV�LV�D�UHQRZQHG�IHPDOH�SUHDFKHU�ZKR�KDV�JDLQHG�VLJQLÀFDQW�
popularity in recent years. Her noble lineage is evident from her name, as she is a descen-
dant of  the Prophet Muhammad through a female line. Her father belongs to the esteemed 
Alaydrus family, while her mother comes from the equally respected Assegaf  family. She 
is married to a man from the Al-Haddar family, further solidifying her noble heritage. 
%H\RQG�KHU�SUHVWLJLRXV�OLQHDJH��8VWD]DK�+DOLPDK�$OD\GUXV�KDV�SXUVXHG�H[WHQVLYH�,VODPLF�
education at several prominent institutions. She studied at Darullughah Wadda’wah in 
%DQJLO��(DVW�-DYD��$W�7DXKLGL\DK�LQ�7HJDO��DQG�$O�$QZDU�LQ�5HPEDQJ��&HQWUDO�-DYD��+HU�
DFDGHPLF� MRXUQH\� DOVR� H[WHQGHG� LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\��ZLWK� VWXGLHV� DW�'DUX]�=DKUR� LQ�7DULP��
+DGKUDPDXW��<HPHQ��5HGDNVL�-DODQ�+LMUDK��������

Her educational background, coupled with her noble heritage, underscores her excep-
WLRQDO�VWDWXUH�DV�D�SUHDFKHU��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�KHU�UROH�DV�D�SUHDFKHU��VKH�LV�D�SUROLÀF�ZULWHU�ZKR�
KDV�DXWKRUHG�QXPHURXV�ERRNV��2QH�RI �KHU�PRVW�QRWDEOH�ZRUNV�LV�%LGDGDUL�%XPL��.LVDK�
9 Wanita Salehah (Earthly Angels: The Story of  9 Righteous Women). Her contributions 
exemplify the productivity and impact of  women in the public sphere, particularly in the 
realm of  Islamic scholarship.
$�GLVWLQFWLYH�DVSHFW�RI �8VWD]DK�+DOLPDK�$OD\GUXV·V�DSSURDFK�WR�SUHDFKLQJ�LV�KHU�XQLTXH�

DQG�LQQRYDWLYH�VWUDWHJ\��6KH�LV�RIWHQ�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�D�´P\VWHULRXVµ�SUHDFKHU�GXH�WR�KHU�ÀUP�
stance on maintaining privacy. In her widely disseminated online lectures, her teachings are 
predominantly shared in the form of  audio recordings, with no visual representation of  
her. She has consistently emphasised that she does not permit her image to be captured 
RU�VKDUHG��HLWKHU�E\�WKH�FRQJUHJDWLRQ�RU�WKH�HYHQW�RUJDQLVHUV��5HGDNVL�-DODQ�+LMUDK��������
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This policy is strictly upheld, and only audio recordings are allowed to document her 
OHFWXUHV��&RQVHTXHQWO\��DOPRVW�QR�YLVXDO�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI �8VWD]DK�+DOLPDK�$OD\GUXV�H[-
ists on the internet. She chooses to wear the niqab in public, further reinforcing her com-
mitment to privacy. However, she occasionally unveils her face during lectures exclusively 
IRU�IHPDOH�DXGLHQFHV��XQGHU�WKH�FRQGLWLRQV�VKH�VSHFLÀHV��,Q�RQH�RI �KHU�WDONV��VKH�DUWLFXODW-
ed her preference to be remembered in the hearts of  her congregation rather than through 
photographs or videos that could easily be lost or misused. She also expressed her desire 
to safeguard her image from being viewed by men who are not mahrams (non-permissible 
male relatives).

Despite the lack of  visual content, her lectures have gained substantial traction online, 
particularly on social media platforms. Her sermons are widely recognised for their emo-
WLRQDO�GHSWK�DQG�VSLULWXDO�UHVRQDQFH��8VWD]DK�+DOLPDK�$OD\GUXV�HPSOR\V�FRPSHOOLQJ�H[-
planations and analogies that evoke empathy and enhance the spirituality of  her audience. 
She consistently offers valuable advice that leaves a lasting impression on her listeners.

On social media, content featuring her voice recordings is highly popular, garnering 
VLJQLÀFDQW�QXPEHUV�RI �YLHZV��OLNHV��DQG�FRPPHQWV��+HU�HORTXHQFH��DSSURSULDWH�LQWRQDWLRQ��
and heartfelt delivery, combined with the absence of  visual distractions, make her da’wah 
(preaching) profoundly impactful and focused. This contrasts with the content of  some 
other preachers, whose visual presence often diverts attention from the substance of  their 
PHVVDJHV��)RU�LQVWDQFH��QHWL]HQV�PD\�FRPPHQW�RQ�D�SUHDFKHU·V�DSSHDUDQFH��KLMDE�VW\OH��RU�
even share unrelated commercial links to online stores selling similar clothing.
,Q� WKLV� UHJDUG��8VWD]DK�+DOLPDK�$OD\GUXV·V� DSSURDFK� WR�da’wah is not only inspiring 

but also offers a compelling alternative for preachers who aim to focus their message on 
substance rather than appearance. Her strategy is particularly relevant for those delivering 
their da’wah online, irrespective of  gender. By prioritising the message over the medium, 
she provides a model for how digital platforms can be utilised effectively to convey Islamic 
teachings with authenticity and impact.

Commodification of Women’s Bodies

7KH�FRPPRGLÀFDWLRQ�RI �ZRPHQ·V�ERGLHV�LV�D�GHHSO\�URRWHG�DQG�SHUYDVLYH�SKHQRPH-
QRQ�WKDW�LV�QHLWKHU�QHZ�QRU�FRQÀQHG�WR�D�VLQJOH�FXOWXUDO�RU�KLVWRULFDO�FRQWH[W��,W�IUHTXHQWO\�
manifests in ways that are so ingrained in societal norms that they often go unnoticed or 
XQFKDOOHQJHG��:KHQ�WKH�WHUP�´FRPPRGLÀFDWLRQµ�LV�PHQWLRQHG��PDQ\�LPPHGLDWHO\�DVVR-
ciate it with prostitution or overt sexual exploitation. While this is a glaring and extreme 
H[DPSOH��FRPPRGLÀFDWLRQ�LV�D�PXFK�EURDGHU�FRQFHSW��,W�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�SURFHVV�E\�ZKLFK�
women’s bodies are treated as objects of  economic or social value, often stripped of  their 
individuality and agency.
,PSRUWDQWO\��WKH�FRPPRGLÀFDWLRQ�RI �ZRPHQ·V�ERGLHV�LV�QRW�DOZD\V�SHUFHLYHG�QHJDWLYHO\�

within societal frameworks. In many cases, it is normalised and even celebrated in contexts 
FRQVLGHUHG�VRFLDOO\�DFFHSWDEOH�RU�EHQHÀFLDO��)RU�H[DPSOH��LQ�WKH�IDVKLRQ�DQG�EHDXW\�LQGXV-
WULHV��ZRPHQ·V�SK\VLFDO� DSSHDUDQFHV� DUH� IUHTXHQWO\�FRPPRGLÀHG� WR�PDUNHW�SURGXFWV�RU�
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promote idealised standards of  beauty. Such practices are often masked as empowerment 
or artistic expression, thus diverting attention from their commodifying nature.
7KLV�SKHQRPHQRQ�LV�GHHSO\�LQWHUWZLQHG�ZLWK�GLJLWDO�PHGLD��ZKHUH�WKH�FRPPRGLÀFDWLRQ�

of  women’s bodies has found new dimensions. Social media platforms and online spaces, 
which were once heralded as democratising tools for self-expression, have often perpetu-
DWHG�DQG�HYHQ�DPSOLÀHG�WKLV�WUHQG��)HPDOH�LQÁXHQFHUV��FRQWHQW�FUHDWRUV��DQG�HYHQ�SUHDFK-
ers may face pressures to conform to aesthetic standards or leverage their appearances to 
gain visibility and engagement. This dynamic is particularly relevant to the rise of  female 
scholars and preachers in the digital sphere, as discussed earlier.
,Q� WKH�FRQWH[W�RI � ,VODPLF� VFKRODUVKLS��ZKHUH�ÀJXUHV� OLNH�8VWD]DK�+DOLPDK�$OD\GUXV�

KDYH�FKRVHQ�WR�DYRLG�YLVXDO�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ��WKH�FRPPRGLÀFDWLRQ�RI �ZRPHQ·V�ERGLHV�WDNHV�
RQ�D�QHZ�VLJQLÀFDQFH��%\�GHOLEHUDWHO\�UHIXVLQJ�WR�SUHVHQW�KHU�LPDJH�RQOLQH��8VWD]DK�+DOL-
mah challenges the commodifying tendencies of  digital platforms. Her decision to focus 
on the substance of  her da’wah (preaching) rather than her appearance underscores a com-
mitment to resisting the reduction of  her identity to physical attributes. This approach 
contrasts with the experiences of  other female preachers or scholars whose visuals often 
become the focus of  attention, with audiences commenting on their appearance rather 
than engaging with their message.
+RZHYHU��LW�LV�FUXFLDO�WR�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKDW�FRPPRGLÀFDWLRQ�LV�QRW�DOZD\V�RYHUWO\�H[-

ploitative or malicious. In some cases, it may even align with broader societal values or 
DVSLUDWLRQV��VXFK�DV�FHOHEUDWLQJ�SK\VLFDO�ÀWQHVV�RU�SURPRWLQJ�FXOWXUDO�SULGH�WKURXJK�WUDGL-
tional dress. Yet, even in these scenarios, the underlying mechanisms often reinforce the 
REMHFWLÀFDWLRQ�RI �ZRPHQ·V�ERGLHV��UHGXFLQJ�WKHP�WR�WRROV�IRU�DFKLHYLQJ�H[WHUQDO�JRDOV�RU�
satisfying societal expectations.
7KH�FRPPRGLÀFDWLRQ�RI �ZRPHQ·V�ERGLHV��ZKHWKHU�RYHUW�RU�VXEWOH��SRVLWLYH�RU�QHJDWLYH��

is a complex and multifaceted issue. It intersects with cultural, economic, and technological 
factors, shaping how women are perceived and treated in various domains. By examining 
this phenomenon critically, particularly within the context of  digital platforms and Islamic 
scholarship, we gain a deeper understanding of  how women navigate these challenges and 
UHVLVW�UHGXFWLYH�IUDPHZRUNV��)LJXUHV� OLNH�8VWD]DK�+DOLPDK�$OD\GUXV�RIIHU�DQ�DOWHUQDWLYH�
narrative, demonstrating that the value of  women’s contributions can transcend physical 
representation and focus on intellectual and spiritual substance. This not only challenges 
WKH�QRUPV�RI �FRPPRGLÀFDWLRQ�EXW�DOVR�VHWV�D�SUHFHGHQW�IRU�PRUH�HTXLWDEOH�DQG�LQFOXVLYH�
practices in digital and societal spaces.

Ning Imaz Fatimatuz Zahra Lirboyo: Enlightenment Through 
Social Media

1LQJ�,PD]�)DWLPDWX]�=DKUD��ZLGHO\�NQRZQ�DV�1LQJ�,PD]��KDLOV�IURP�D�IDPLO\�GHHSO\�
rooted in Islamic boarding schools (pesantren) and Islamic scholarship. Her intellectual 
KHULWDJH�VWHPV�IURP�KHU�IDWKHU��.+�$EGXO�.KDOLT�5LGZDQ��DQG�KHU�JUDQGIDWKHU��6\HNK�,K-
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VDQ�0XKDPPDG�'DKODQ�$O�-DPSDV\��D�UHQRZQHG�VFKRODU�DQG�DXWKRU�RI �6LUDM�DWK�7KDOLELQ��
7KLV�ULFK�OLQHDJH��FRPELQHG�ZLWK�KHU�ULJRURXV�HGXFDWLRQ��KDV�VKDSHG�KHU�LQWR�D�KDÀG]DK�
�PHPRULVHU��RI �WKH�4XU·DQ�DQG�DQ�H[SHUW�LQ�,VODPLF�MXULVSUXGHQFH��ÀTK��IURP�DQ�HDUO\�DJH�
(Sundari, 2017).
+HU�SDVVLRQ�IRU�ÀTK�HPHUJHG�GXULQJ�KHU�VWXGLHV�DW�WKH�WVDQDZL\DK��,VODPLF�VHFRQGDU\�

school) level, leading her to actively participate in scholarly discussions, particularly within 
WKH�EDKWVXO�PDVDLO�IRUXPV³SODWIRUPV�IRU�UHVROYLQJ�FRQWHPSRUDU\�UHOLJLRXV�LVVXHV³DIÀO-
LDWHG�ZLWK�1DKGODWXO�8ODPD��18���1RZ����\HDUV�ROG��1LQJ�,PD]�FKDQQHOV�KHU�H[SHUWLVH�
LQWR�,VODPLF�SURSDJDWLRQ� WKURXJK�VRFLDO�PHGLD�SODWIRUPV�VXFK�DV�)DFHERRN��,QVWDJUDP��
and Twitter. She is also a prominent speaker in the “Suara Muslimah” (Voice of  Muslim 
:RPHQ��VHULHV�RQ�WKH�18�2QOLQH�<RX7XEH�FKDQQHO��ZKHUH�VKH�DGGUHVVHV�YDULRXV�WRSLFV��
including the religious perspective on women’s voices (Asmani, 2015).
,Q�RQH�RI �KHU�YLGHRV�RQ�WKH�18�2QOLQH�<RX7XEH�FKDQQHO��1LQJ�,PD]�GLVFXVVHV�WKH�

concept of  kasidah (praises) and women’s voices in Islam. She emphasises that, according 
to Islamic jurisprudence, a woman’s voice is not inherently part of  her ‘awrah (intimate 
SDUWV��XQOHVV�LW�LV�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�XVHG�IRU�LQDSSURSULDWH�SXUSRVHV��)XUWKHUPRUH��VKH�H[SODLQV�
that kasidah containing verses of  shalawat (salutations to Prophet Muhammad) are com-
mendable in Islam, as they promote goodness and cultivate love for the Prophet. Her 
FULWLFDO�DQG�NQRZOHGJH�GULYHQ�DSSURDFK�H[HPSOLÀHV�KHU�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�SURYLGLQJ�FODULW\�
DQG�HQOLJKWHQPHQW�RQ�,VODPLF�WHDFKLQJV�LQ�WKH�GLJLWDO�HUD��-DQQDK��������

Alongside her active involvement in Islamic propagation and her educational responsi-
ELOLWLHV�DW�SHVDQWUHQ��1LQJ�,PD]�LV�SXUVXLQJ�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�DW�WKH�,VODPLF�,QVWLWXWH�RI �7UL-
EDNWL�/LUER\R��.HGLUL��7KURXJK�KHU�GHGLFDWLRQ�WR�WHDFKLQJ�DQG�GLVVHPLQDWLQJ�NQRZOHGJH��
VKH�H[HPSOLÀHV�WKH�SLYRWDO�UROH�IHPDOH�VFKRODUV�FDQ�SOD\�LQ�H[SDQGLQJ�,VODPLF�XQGHUVWDQG-
ing via social media and other digital platforms. Her work not only bridges traditional Is-
lamic scholarship with contemporary issues but also demonstrates the potential of  digital 
spaces to enrich religious discourse (Eriyanti, 2016).
1LQJ�,PD]·V�HQJDJHPHQW�ZLWK�WKH�GLJLWDO�ZRUOG�UHÁHFWV�D�EURDGHU�WUHQG�RI �IHPDOH�VFKRO-

ars leveraging technology to propagate Islamic teachings and address complex modern 
challenges. By blending traditional knowledge with contemporary communication strate-
JLHV��VKH�VHUYHV�DV�DQ�LQVSLULQJ�ÀJXUH�IRU�\RXQJ�0XVOLPV��SDUWLFXODUO\�ZRPHQ��ZKR�DVSLUH�
to contribute to Islamic scholarship in innovative ways. Her contributions highlight the 
transformative potential of  social media as a tool for education, dialogue, and the promo-
tion of  inclusive interpretations of  Islamic thought.

Umi Laila: A Contemporary Voice in Islamic Preaching

8PL�/DLOD��ZKRVH�IXOO�QDPH�LV�8PL�/DLODWXO�5DKPD�+DGL��KDV�HPHUJHG�DV�D�SURPLQHQW�
ÀJXUH�LQ�FRQWHPSRUDU\�,VODPLF�SUHDFKLQJ��%RUQ�LQ�6XUDED\D�RQ���$XJXVW�������VKH�KDLOV�
from a family deeply rooted in Islamic scholarship and propagation. As the eldest of  three 
siblings, her upbringing was profoundly shaped by her parents’ unwavering commitment 
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WR�,VODPLF�WHDFKLQJV��+HU�IDWKHU��.+�(GL�5DKPDWXOODK��ZLGHO\�NQRZQ�DV�.DL�*UDQDW��DQG�
KHU�PRWKHU��6XODVWUL��ERWK�SOD\HG�SLYRWDO�UROHV�DV�SUHDFKHUV��OD\LQJ�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�IRU�8PL�
/DLOD�WR�IROORZ�LQ�WKHLU�IRRWVWHSV��1DG]D�4XU·URWXQ�$���GHWLN-DWLP��������
'HVSLWH�EHLQJ�ERUQ�LQWR�D�IDPLO\�RI �SUHDFKHUV��8PL�/DLOD·V�SDWK�WR�SUHDFKLQJ�ZDV�QRW�

predetermined. Her father encouraged her to pursue her own aspirations in life. However, 
a turning point occurred during her second year of  junior high school when her moth-
er suffered a debilitating stroke. This unfortunate event disrupted the family’s preaching 
SDUWQHUVKLS��FRPSHOOLQJ�8PL�/DLOD�WR�VWHS�IRUZDUG�DQG�FRQWLQXH�WKH�PLVVLRQ�RI �VSUHDGLQJ�
Islamic teachings. Initially, she supported her father in his preaching activities, but over 
WLPH��VKH�EHJDQ�WR�HVWDEOLVK�KHUVHOI �DV�DQ�LQGHSHQGHQW�YRLFH�LQ�WKH�ÀHOG�
8PL�/DLOD·V�HGXFDWLRQDO�MRXUQH\�LV�GHHSO\�LQWHUWZLQHG�ZLWK�KHU�VSLULWXDO�GHYHORSPHQW��

)URP�DQ�HDUO\�DJH��VKH�LPPHUVHG�KHUVHOI �LQ�,VODPLF�HGXFDWLRQ��DWWHQGLQJ�HVWHHPHG�,VODPLF�
boarding schools (pesantren), including Mambaul Hisan Sidayu during her junior high 
school years and Mambaul Sholihin Suci Manyar Gresik for high school. She further en-
ULFKHG�KHU�UHOLJLRXV�HGXFDWLRQ�DW�3RQGRN�3HVDQWUHQ�6XQDQ�.DOLMRJR�6LPR�6XUDED\D��ZKHUH�
VKH�EHJDQ�UHÀQLQJ�KHU�SUHDFKLQJ�VNLOOV��7KLV�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI �IRUPDO�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�UHOL-
gious mentorship provided her with a solid foundation for her later endeavours in Islamic 
propagation.

Her passion for preaching remained steadfast throughout her academic pursuits. While 
VWXG\LQJ�DW�WKH�6WDWH�,VODPLF�8QLYHUVLW\�6XQDQ�$PSHO��8,16$��LQ�6XUDED\D��VKH�DFWLYHO\�
continued her preaching activities. In addition to her academic commitments, she took on 
the management of  the Rahmatullah Islamic boarding school in Surabaya, embodying a 
harmonious blend of  scholarship and activism.
5HFRJQLVLQJ� WKH�SRWHQWLDO�RI �GLJLWDO�PHGLD� WR� UHDFK�ZLGHU� DXGLHQFHV��8PL�/DLOD� HP-

braced platforms such as YouTube to amplify her message. Through her eloquent and 
heartfelt preaching style, she has inspired countless individuals, particularly the younger 
generation, by addressing contemporary issues while remaining grounded in Islamic tra-
dition. Her innovative approach seamlessly integrates the timeless values of  Islam with 
modern methods of  communication, illustrating how digital technology can be a powerful 
tool for spiritual enlightenment and societal transformation.
8PL�/DLOD�UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�G\QDPLF�VSLULW�RI �PRGHUQ�,VODPLF�SUHDFKLQJ��GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�

that tradition and innovation can coexist to foster meaningful change. Her journey ex-
HPSOLÀHV�UHVLOLHQFH��DGDSWDELOLW\��DQG�D�GHHS�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�VSUHDGLQJ�,VODPLF�WHDFKLQJV��
PDNLQJ�KHU�D�UROH�PRGHO�IRU�DVSLULQJ�SUHDFKHUV�DQG�DQ�LQÁXHQWLDO�ÀJXUH�LQ�WKH�HYROYLQJ�
landscape of  Islamic propagation.

Challenges in the Digital Space

In the dynamic and ever-evolving landscape of  the digital space, female Islamic preach-
HUV� LQ� ,QGRQHVLD�� VXFK�DV�8VWD]DK�+DOLPDK�$OD\GUXV��1LQJ� ,PD]�)DWLPDWX]�=DKUD�� DQG�
8PL�/DLODWXO�5DKPD�$GL��KDYH�HPHUJHG�DV�UHYHUHG�ÀJXUHV��SDUWLFXODUO\�DPRQJ�0XVOLPDKV�
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LQ�WKH�PLOOHQQLDO�HUD��'HVSLWH�WKHLU�LQÁXHQWLDO�SUHVHQFH�DQG�ZLGHVSUHDG�SRSXODULW\��WKHVH�
esteemed scholars face a myriad of  challenges that shape and, at times, constrain their 
engagement and contributions within the digital realm.
2QH�VLJQLÀFDQW�FKDOOHQJH�LV�WKH�SHUVLVWHQFH�RI �JHQGHU�VWHUHRW\SHV��ZKLFK�FDVW�D�VKDGRZ�

over the efforts of  female scholars in the digital sphere. Although they possess profound 
scholarly expertise, these women often contend with deeply ingrained societal expecta-
tions and biases. In online spaces, they are frequently relegated to traditional gender roles, 
perceived primarily as caregivers or domestic aides rather than as esteemed scholars and 
authoritative voices in religious thought. Such stereotypes undermine their recognition and 
DFFHSWDQFH�ZLWKLQ�GLJLWDO�FRPPXQLWLHV��GLPLQLVKLQJ�WKHLU�LQÁXHQFH�LQ�UHOLJLRXV�GLVFRXUVH�

Additionally, female scholars face the harsh realities of  online discrimination, mirroring 
WKH�LQHTXLWLHV�WKH\�RIWHQ�HQFRXQWHU�RIÁLQH��9HUEDO�DEXVH��WKUHDWV��DQG�WKH�XQMXVW�GLVPLVVDO�
of  their ideas solely based on their gender are alarmingly common. These adversities not 
RQO\�WDUQLVK�WKHLU�H[SHULHQFHV�LQ�WKH�GLJLWDO�VSDFH�EXW�DOVR�DFW�DV�VLJQLÀFDQW�GHWHUUHQWV�WR�
their active participation. The hostile environment often discourages them from making 
substantive contributions to religious discussions, thereby limiting their ability to engage 
meaningfully with diverse audiences.
)XUWKHUPRUH��WKH�GLJLWDO�UHDOP�SUHVHQWV�VWUXFWXUDO�EDUULHUV�UHODWHG�WR�DFFHVV�WR�UHVRXUF-

HV��ZKLFK�H[DFHUEDWH�WKH�FKDOOHQJHV�IDFHG�E\�IHPDOH�VFKRODUV��/LPLWHG�DFFHVV�WR�DGYDQFHG�
technology, sluggish or unreliable internet connectivity, and inadequate training in utilising 
digital platforms effectively hinder their ability to harness the full potential of  the digital 
space. These constraints impede their efforts to expand their digital presence and reach, 
restricting their ability to disseminate knowledge and engage with audiences on a broader 
scale.

Collectively, these challenges represent formidable obstacles that diminish the en-
gagement and contributions of  female scholars in the digital sphere. This, in turn, limits 
the positive impact they could have in shaping religious discourse and advancing Islamic 
thought in meaningful ways. Addressing these challenges requires a comprehensive ap-
proach, including combating gender stereotypes, fostering safer online environments, and 
improving access to technological resources and digital literacy training. By creating sup-
SRUWLYH�IUDPHZRUNV��IHPDOH�VFKRODUV�FDQ�EH�HPSRZHUHG�WR�IXOÀO�WKHLU�SRWHQWLDO�DV�LQÁXHQ-
tial voices in the digital space, contributing profoundly to societal discourse and the global 
development of  Islam.

,VODPLF�/HJDO�4XDOLÀFDWLRQ

,Q�WKH�FRQWHPSRUDU\�HUD��IHPDOH�,VODPLF�SUHDFKHUV�LQ�,QGRQHVLD��VXFK�DV�8VWD]DK�+DOL-
PDK�$OD\GUXV��1LQJ�,PD]�)DWLPDWX]�=DKUD��DQG�8PL�/DLODWXO�5DKPD�$GL��KDYH�EHFRPH�
LFRQLF�ÀJXUHV�DGPLUHG�E\�0XVOLPDKV��SDUWLFXODUO\�DPRQJ�WKH�PLOOHQQLDO�JHQHUDWLRQ��$PLGVW�
WKHLU�ZLGHVSUHDG�SRSXODULW\��WKH�FRQFHSW�RI �,VODPLF�OHJDO�TXDOLÀFDWLRQ�DVVXPHV�SDUDPRXQW�
importance, as it dictates the extent to which these esteemed scholars are recognised and 



Female Islamic Scholars in the Digital Space186

accepted within the digital sphere.
,VODPLF�OHJDO�TXDOLÀFDWLRQ�LQYROYHV�WKH�HYDOXDWLRQ�RI �DGKHUHQFH�WR�6KDULDK�SULQFLSOHV��

serving as a benchmark for assessing the legitimacy of  actions and roles within Islam. In 
the digital realm, this concept manifests in various dimensions, profoundly shaping the 
participation of  female scholars.
)LUVWO\��LW�GHOLQHDWHV�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�DXWKRULW\�YHVWHG�LQ�IHPDOH�VFKRODUV�WR�HQJDJH�LQ�UHOL-

gious discourse and issue fatwas on a range of  Islamic matters. This authority is contin-
gent upon their depth of  knowledge, expertise, and ability to critically comprehend and 
LQWHUSUHW�UHOLJLRXV�WH[WV�DQG�SULQFLSOHV�RI �,VODPLF�ODZ�ZLWK�SUHFLVLRQ��,W�LV�WKLV�SURÀFLHQF\�
that grants them credibility and legitimacy, enabling them to disseminate religious knowl-
edge and provide guidance to fellow Muslims within digital spaces.
+RZHYHU�� WKH� ODQGVFDSH�RI � ,VODPLF� OHJDO�TXDOLÀFDWLRQ� LV�QRW� IUHH� IURP�JHQGHU�EDVHG�

limitations. Despite Islam’s emphasis on the equality of  rights and responsibilities be-
tween men and women, entrenched cultural norms and traditional interpretations often 
hinder the full realisation of  women’s roles in Islamic scholarship. While some conserva-
tive interpretations continue to restrict women’s active participation in scholarly domains, 
more progressive and inclusive approaches are emerging. These approaches acknowledge 
ZRPHQ·V�VLJQLÀFDQW�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WR�,VODPLF�WKRXJKW�DQG�FUHDWH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�IHPDOH�
scholars to assert their presence and offer meaningful contributions.
7KH�HYDOXDWLRQ�RI �,VODPLF�OHJDO�TXDOLÀFDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI �IHPDOH�VFKRODUV·�HQJDJH-

ment in the digital sphere necessitates a nuanced understanding of  their intellectual capa-
bilities and interpretation of  Shariah. It is essential to ensure that their involvement aligns 
harmoniously with the core principles of  Islam, while also addressing the gender-based 
constraints that may impede their roles as Islamic scholars. By fostering an environment 
that upholds both Islamic principles and gender inclusivity, these scholars can continue to 
inspire and guide Muslimahs in navigating the complexities of  modern life. Their pres-
ence in the digital realm not only enriches contemporary Islamic discourse but also serves 
as a powerful testament to the evolving role of  women in shaping the future of  Islamic 
scholarship.

Islamic Education Philosophy

Islamic Education Philosophy serves as the conceptual foundation that underpins the 
principles, values, objectives, and methodologies of  education within Islam. It embodies a 
profound understanding of  Islamic teachings and their practical application in education-
DO�FRQWH[WV��)RU�IHPDOH�VFKRODUV�HQJDJHG�LQ�WKH�GLJLWDO�VSKHUH��WKLV�SKLORVRSK\�DVVXPHV�D�
crucial role in shaping their approaches to teaching and engagement. This is particularly 
HYLGHQW�LQ�WKH�ZRUN�RI �SURPLQHQW�ÀJXUHV�VXFK�DV�8VWD]DK�+DOLPDK�$OD\GUXV��1LQJ�,PD]�
)DWLPDWX]�=DKUD��DQG�8PL�/DLODWXO�5DKPD�$GL��ZKRVH�LQÁXHQFH�VWURQJO\�UHVRQDWHV�DPRQJ�
Muslim women, especially within the millennial generation.
)LUVWO\��,VODPLF�(GXFDWLRQ�3KLORVRSK\�KLJKOLJKWV�KROLVWLF�HGXFDWLRQDO�REMHFWLYHV�WKDW�DG-
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GUHVV�VSLULWXDO�� LQWHOOHFWXDO��VRFLDO��DQG�PRUDO�GLPHQVLRQV��)RU�IHPDOH�VFKRODUV��WKLV�FRP-
prehensive orientation equips them to develop not only deep religious knowledge but also 
an acute understanding of  Islamic ethics and the social skills necessary for meaningful 
engagement within society. By integrating these dimensions, they contribute to shaping 
well-rounded individuals capable of  navigating the complexities of  modern life with in-
tegrity and purpose.
6HFRQGO\��WKH�SKLORVRSK\�SODFHV�VLJQLÀFDQW�HPSKDVLV�RQ�HWKLFDO�HGXFDWLRQ��SURPRWLQJ�

FRUH�YDOXHV�VXFK�DV�KRQHVW\��WROHUDQFH��MXVWLFH��DQG�HPSDWK\��)HPDOH�VFKRODUV�LQ�WKH�GLJLWDO�
space embody these principles by ensuring that their interactions and the content they 
share align with Islamic ethical standards. They actively cultivate online learning environ-
ments characterised by mutual respect and encouragement, fostering a sense of  commu-
nity that uplifts and empowers others.

Thirdly, Islamic Education Philosophy advocates for diverse and dynamic learning 
PHWKRGRORJLHV�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�,VODPLF�YDOXHV��7KHVH�PHWKRGV�LQFOXGH�GLVFXVVLRQ��UHÁHF-
tion, and problem-solving, which are essential for fostering critical thinking and deeper 
understanding. In the digital sphere, female scholars adeptly utilise platforms such as so-
cial media, blogs, and webinars to deliver Islamic educational materials in engaging and 
accessible formats. Through these platforms, they effectively disseminate knowledge, en-
gage with their audiences, and facilitate meaningful discussions on contemporary religious 
matters.

By grounding their activities in Islamic Education Philosophy, female scholars are able 
to establish a comprehensive and value-driven educational framework that aligns with the 
principles of  Islam. This approach enables them to create inclusive and impactful learning 
environments that promote intellectual and spiritual growth while addressing the needs 
of  diverse audiences. Their contributions to religious discourse and the advancement of  
Islamic thought within digital spaces thus have a transformative and enduring impact on 
society. These efforts underscore the relevance and adaptability of  Islamic educational 
principles in addressing the challenges and opportunities of  the digital age.

7KH�,QÁXHQFH�RI �'LJLWDO�7HFKQRORJ\

,Q�WKH�FRQWHPSRUDU\�HUD��WKH�LQÁXHQFH�RI �GLJLWDO�WHFKQRORJ\�RQ�,VODPLF�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�
WKH�UROH�RI �IHPDOH�VFKRODUV�KROGV�SURIRXQG�VLJQLÀFDQFH��SDUWLFXODUO\�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�
RI �,QGRQHVLD·V�0XVOLPDK�FRPPXQLW\��)LJXUHV�VXFK�DV�8VWD]DK�+DOLPDK�$OD\GUXV��1LQJ�
,PD]�)DWLPDWX]�=DKUD��DQG�8PL�/DLODWXO�5DKPD�$GL�H[HPSOLI\�WKH�LQWHUVHFWLRQ�RI �GLJL-
tal technology and Islamic scholarship, garnering substantial followings among millennial 
Muslimahs.

Digital technology has primarily revolutionised the learning process by overcoming 
the geographical and temporal constraints inherent in traditional educational paradigms. 
Through platforms such as mobile applications, websites, and online learning systems, Is-
ODPLF�HGXFDWLRQDO�PDWHULDOV�KDYH�EHFRPH�UHDGLO\�DFFHVVLEOH�WR�D�EURDGHU�DXGLHQFH��)HPDOH�



Female Islamic Scholars in the Digital Space188

scholars leverage these tools to disseminate religious knowledge and Islamic teachings, 
utilising interactive and multimedia features to enhance engagement and deepen compre-
hension.
)XUWKHUPRUH�� GLJLWDO� WHFKQRORJ\� DFWV� DV� D� FDWDO\VW� IRU� WKH�ZLGHVSUHDG� GLVVHPLQDWLRQ�

of  Islamic knowledge, amplifying the reach and impact of  female scholars. Social media, 
blogs, podcasts, and video channels provide female scholars with opportunities to broad-
cast their lectures, studies, and writings to global audiences. As a result, Islamic teachings 
remain relevant and accessible, while individuals across the world gain unfettered access to 
a diverse range of  educational resources.

The utilisation of  digital technology also contributes to the formation and consolida-
tion of  the identity of  female scholars within society. By establishing a robust digital pres-
HQFH��IHPDOH�VFKRODUV�DIÀUP�WKHLU�UROHV�DV�LQÁXHQWLDO�VSLULWXDO�OHDGHUV�DQG�UHOLJLRXV�WKLQNHUV��
This visibility not only garners them recognition and appreciation for their contributions 
to religious discourse but also reinforces their authority within the Islamic community. 
Their achievements serve as a source of  inspiration for future generations of  Muslimahs, 
encouraging greater participation in Islamic scholarship.

Moreover, digital technology empowers female scholars to take a more active role in 
societal affairs. By using digital platforms, they provide counsel, consultation, and reli-
gious guidance to individuals who might face barriers in accessing scholars directly. Their 
presence in the digital space also fosters a sense of  solidarity and empowerment among 
women, encouraging broader involvement in religious and intellectual pursuits.
,Q�VXPPDU\��WKH�LQÁXHQFH�RI �GLJLWDO�WHFKQRORJ\�RQ�,VODPLF�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�UROH�RI �

female scholars is transformative. It expands access to religious knowledge, enhances the 
reach and visibility of  female scholars, and strengthens their identity within contemporary 
Islamic society. As these scholars continue to navigate and shape the digital landscape, they 
DUH�UHGHÀQLQJ�WKH�WUDMHFWRU\�RI �,VODPLF�VFKRODUVKLS�DQG�FRQWULEXWLQJ�PHDQLQJIXOO\�WR�LWV�
evolution in the digital age.

Gender Perspective and Inclusivity

A gender perspective and inclusivity in the context of  the digital space underscore 
the importance of  ensuring that all voices, particularly those of  female scholars, are rec-
ognised and valued equally. This focus highlights the necessity of  gender inclusivity in the 
GLJLWDO�UHDOP��ZKHUH�IHPDOH�VFKRODUV�FDQ�PDNH�VLJQLÀFDQW�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WR�GLVFXVVLRQV�RQ�
religion and Islamic thought (Calderón-Argelich et al., 2023). Promoting gender inclusivity 
expands the representation of  female scholars, fostering a paradigm shift towards greater 
gender equality in Islamic thought and interpretation (Plyushteva & Boussauw, 2020).

The role of  female preachers on social media has been particularly appreciated for their 
ability to deliver profound messages in an engaging and relatable manner. Their presence 
introduces a fresh perspective to religious teachings, making Islamic principles more ac-
cessible and comprehensible to diverse demographics, particularly younger audiences who 
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are deeply connected to digital platforms. Through these channels, female scholars inspire 
and motivate individuals to explore religious teachings in a more inclusive and modern 
context (Osunmuyiwa & Ahlborg, 2019).

Research on gender inclusivity in the digital space is vital for identifying the barriers 
female scholars face and for offering insights into how inclusivity and gender equality can 
be promoted across online platforms. By addressing these challenges, it becomes possible 
to create a more equitable and representative space for Islamic thought, helping to achieve 
D�YLVLRQ�RI �LQFOXVLYLW\�DQG�HJDOLWDULDQLVP�ZLWKLQ�WKH�0XVOLP�FRPPXQLW\��.RUDODJDPD�HW�
al., 2017).
7KH�SURÀOHV�RI �IHPDOH�VFKRODUV�VXFK�DV�8VWD]DK�+DOLPDK�$OD\GUXV��1LQJ�,PD]�)DWL-

PDWX]�=DKUD��DQG�8PL�/DLODWXO�5DKPD�$GL�HSLWRPLVH�WKH�LQWHUVHFWLRQ�RI �GLJLWDO�WHFKQRO-
RJ\�DQG�,VODPLF�VFKRODUVKLS��7KHLU�VLJQLÀFDQW�LQÁXHQFH�DPRQJ�PLOOHQQLDO�0XVOLP�ZRPHQ�
illustrates the evolving gender dynamics within Islam and highlights the inclusiveness of  
women’s roles in religious discourse. These scholars demonstrate how gender inclusivity 
LQ�WKH�GLJLWDO�VSDFH�HQDEOHV�IHPDOH�YRLFHV�WR�VLJQLÀFDQWO\�FRQWULEXWH�WR�UHOLJLRXV�GLVFXVVLRQV�
and the development of  Islamic thought.

Through their use of  social media, female preachers bring a modern, relatable, and 
inclusive approach to religious teaching. By making Islamic teachings accessible to broader 
audiences, they bridge generational gaps and inspire deeper engagement with religious 
principles. Their efforts also encourage the exploration of  religious teachings in ways that 
resonate with contemporary societal values and technological advancements.
8OWLPDWHO\�� WKH�SURPRWLRQ�RI �JHQGHU� LQFOXVLYLW\�DQG�D�JHQGHU�SHUVSHFWLYH�ZLWKLQ� WKH�

digital sphere not only ensures fairer representation in Islamic scholarship but also con-
tributes to the broader goal of  creating a more inclusive and egalitarian Muslim commu-
nity. Research and advocacy in this area are crucial for addressing existing challenges and 
paving the way for a more inclusive future that values the contributions of  female scholars 
to Islamic thought and practice.

Conclusion

7KH�SURÀOHV�RI �WKH�WKUHH�IHPDOH�VFKRODUV�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�WKLV�DUWLFOH³8VWD]DK�+DOLPDK�
$OD\GUXV��1LQJ�,PD]�)DWLPDWX]�=DKUD��DQG�8PL�/DLODWXO�5DKPD�$GL³RIIHU�FRPSHOOLQJ�
LQVLJKWV�LQWR�KRZ�GLJLWDO�WHFKQRORJ\�KDV�UHGHÀQHG�DQG�H[SDQGHG�WKH�UROHV�RI �ZRPHQ�LQ�
Islamic scholarship. Their contributions exemplify the transformative potential of  digital 
platforms in enabling female scholars to disseminate Islamic teachings in an inclusive, en-
gaging, and modern manner, particularly to younger generations who are deeply connect-
ed to these platforms. However, challenges persist in ensuring equal representation and 
the full recognition of  women’s voices in religious discourse, especially within the digital 
sphere.

The increasing prominence of  female scholars on social media highlights their pivot-
al role in making Islamic teachings more accessible and relatable. Their efforts not only 
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bridge generational and societal gaps but also challenge traditional gender norms in Islam-
ic scholarship. Nevertheless, further research is essential to identify the barriers they face, 
such as gender stereotypes, online discrimination, and limited access to resources, in order 
to develop effective strategies for fostering inclusivity and equity in the digital realm.

Achieving meaningful representation and gender equality in Islamic scholarship re-
quires collective and sustained efforts. By creating a fairer and more inclusive environment 
where women’s voices are fully acknowledged and valued, the contributions of  female 
scholars can enrich religious discourse and inspire transformative change. Such inclusivity 
not only addresses contemporary challenges but also moves towards realising a more egal-
itarian vision for the Muslim community as a whole. Through the ongoing integration of  
digital technology and Islamic scholarship, the voices of  female scholars will undoubtedly 
play a central role in shaping the future of  Islam in a modern and inclusive context.
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